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SB-500 
Submitted on: 2/15/2023 6:45:37 AM 
Testimony for HRE on 2/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

amy agbayani Individual Support Remotely Via 
Zoom 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Amy Agbayani, Emeritus Assistant Vice Chancelllor for Student Diversity, UHM . I 
strongly support SB500 providing 3 positions at the Manoa Student Affairs counselling center. I 
was a Student Affairs administrator for over four decades and am active in various community 
activities.  I know first-hand that many students experience mental health issues during their time 
in college and even after graduation when they are employess, employers, and 
professionals.  Students who are stressed and dealing with difficult mental health issues need 
access to mental health services. There is need for these services as mental health problems 
affect all demographics on campus.   Providing these services will help vulnerable but resilient 
students to complete their studies and become productive contributing members of our workforce 
and community. 

Amy Agbayani 

 





 

 









SB-500 
Submitted on: 2/15/2023 8:08:39 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 2/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kyle Martin Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a senator for the Associated Students of the University of Hawai'i, I strongly support this bill. 
UH has been trying very hard especially since the pandemic to communicate the counseling 
services available and many students due to recent financial hardships and other struggles have 
been utilizing these services. This bill that will provide additional FTEs for counseling will 
greatly improve student mental health and allow students to have less of a wait time to recieve 
mental health services. Additionally, this will allow our student body at UH to improve mentally, 
emotionally, and even physically and should have a postive impact on academics and ensuring 
student success for years to come. This bill not only supports our student body at UH but it 
supports the future of Hawaii's workforce and even our nations future leaders. Finally, I would 
like to personally commend Senators Elefante, Aquino, Kanuha, Kim, Shimabukuro, Fukunaga, 
Ihara, and Wakai who introduced this bill in support of our students. Thank you for improving 
the lives of our students and ensuring the succeess of UH and Hawaii's workforce. 
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SB-500 
Submitted on: 2/16/2023 11:21:04 AM 
Testimony for HRE on 2/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michael Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

The mental health care for students and faculty at UH is woefully inadequate and in a state of 
crisis. SB500 would greatly address the needs of the UH campus and address the shortfall of 
adequate mental health practioners and staff support. 

 



SB-500 
Submitted on: 2/16/2023 11:56:55 AM 
Testimony for HRE on 2/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

La Allen Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

If we want to catch those with mental illness before they are on crisis we need to be proactive 
with creating support network at all levels. We have school counselors in lower levels then at a 
key transitional period in most young adults we dont have a support network ready/established 
but this would be a step in the right direction.  

 



SB-500 
Submitted on: 2/16/2023 12:01:41 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 2/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Fran Macalintal Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



SB-500 
Submitted on: 2/16/2023 12:05:58 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 2/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Summer Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

There is a desperate need for positions such as these. Mental Health is very undeserved 
population and it's my hope that with MH issues on the rise, that bills such as this will bring not 
only more awareness, but appropriate calls into action. I support this bill.  

 



SB-500 
Submitted on: 2/16/2023 4:50:34 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 2/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lauren Kawano Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

As a professional working in the mental health field, I can attest to how important it is to have 
mental health support for people of all ages. Mental health often goes under the radar because 
physical health issues are more easily recognizable, however, mental health issues continue to 
rapidly become more and more prevalent especially in today's young adults. I support this bill 
and support having more mental health supports in place for UH Manoa to best support the 
students and faculty, so that they may live their best life. 
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